
Altrincham’s Business Walking and Cycling Forum – Meeting Notes 29_06_2020 

Objective – to encourage more workers and visitors to the town to walk and cycle to Altrincham. 

Pete Swift, Planit-IE, Forum Chair 

Cllr. Michael Welton, Forum Support 

Elizabeth Faulkner, Altrincham BID 

Attendees: Ewen Miller (Calderpeel & BID Chair), Rob Gibson (WalkRideAlty), Luke Spilsbury 

(McHales), Louise Wright (Trafford Council), Mark Bamford (Trafford Council) , Louise Robbins  (GM 

Moving), Chris Cordwell (TfGM), Rob Reed (The Bicycle Society), Cllr. Geraldine Coggins, Tina Doyle 

(Bruntwood), Naomi Burl (Planit-IE), Martyn Headley (Clancy), Kate Gerbich (BID). 

 

Pete welcomed everyone and explained the importance of reaching out to businesses as they return 

to the town and the opportunities which the current circumstances have brought in terms of walking 

and cycling. 

Elizabeth explained why the BID is involved in this initiative and highlighted the results of the 

reballot surveys.  Of 163 businesses surveyed 60% of them said that they would like to see safer 

walking and cycling routes into the town.  She explained that the BID will be doing a social media 

campaign, profiling individuals from businesses in Altrincham who have changed their habits and 

how they get to work since lockdown. She also touched the ‘take a break from your desk’ campaign 

which will encourage individuals currently working from home to walk/cycle into town to take a 

break. Elizabeth also highlighted how the BID is working with many of the hospitality businesses on 

increasing the use of their outside space, post lockdown. 

Michael gave an update from his perspective. He explained that there are three Green Party 

Councillors and that money is available to local councils from central government for walking and 

cycling initiatives. He updated on the A56 temporary cycle lanes and the previously proposed closure 

of Barrington Rd. He highlighted the Safer Streets Interactive Map and explained that some of the 

ideas put forward on the map are starting to be implemented – suggestions include everything from 

large scale changes at junctions to bike racks and parklets. The BID imputed suggestions into the 

interactive map on behalf of the businesses.  He explained how walking and cycling can help to boost 

the economy, and that we need to have short, medium, and long-term goals. He talked about trying 

to move beyond the rush-hour, school run traffic, flexible working and working from home. 

Pete explained the need to reunite the retail and professional services businesses and explained who 

Naomi from his office had spearheaded a number of things in their office.  At the last meeting we 

everyone had gone ways to do something, businesses had made pledges and we had discussed the 

barriers to adoption, quick wins, tell 5 people about the group, set up goals for 3-6 months and 12 

months. However, lockdown had brought forward some of our 12-month goals with the switch by 

many from using the car to walking and cycling. 

Martyn explained that the fear is a big factor in encouraging people to cycle more and that we need 

to change the mindset of fear.  He cycles from North Manchester and 70% of the way has cycle or 

bus lanes. He talked about making a permanent provision on the A56 and looking at ways people can 

be encouraged to make shorter journeys on bikes. 

Pete explained that lockdown has demonstrated that infrastructure changes can be tried without 

being irreversible. He called for simple ‘Quietways’ signage and that Altrincham should continue to 

lead the way across Greater Manchester.   



Ewen explained that as his team slowly returns to working in the town there is a residual anxiety 

around how they get to work.  Of the 10 staff who are now back working in the office, 2 have 

discovered cycling and the removal of public transport has contributed to this.  He highlighted the 

‘Koomot’ app for cycling and walking routes. He talked about the bigger picture and flexible working, 

not all businesses needed to be open for 9am. 

Michael called for better signage and a Walk Ride Altrincham campaign. He explained that the Bee 

networks are looking at signage which expresses distances in terms of time and not distance. Time 

being a lot easier for people to process. He asked whether it would be possible for the BID to build 

on the success of the ‘Quietways’ project to look at some signage around the area highlighting quiet 

alleys and cut throughs. 

Ewen explained that the mixture of cycling and walking along the canal was far from idea.  

Luke explained that he had not seen a great deal of colleagues as most are still working from home. 

One gentleman in his office had started cycling to work out of necessity and had been really enjoying 

doing so until a recent accident. 

Pete said that this is a really interesting window on the biggest challenge which seems to be 

confidence and that there are lots of people riding bikes who haven’t ridden since childhood. He also 

explained that the A56 initiative had had really honourable intensions despite the challenges. 

Rob explained his background as a former professional BMX freelance rider and the Bicycle Society 

which does training, and promotion work mostly in schools but also personalised interventions with 

businesses.  He agreed that time rather than distance helps to encourage walking and cycling and 

that circle maps with concentric circles expressing walking/cycling times were a good thing. He 

talked about behaviour modelling and how talking to peers fosters good habits and benefits. He 

explained that he would be looking for premises in Altrincham to retail electric bikes. He leases e-

bikes and e-cargo bikes and is really happy to be involved with the group. 

www.thebicyclesociety.co.uk  

Pete explained that Bruntwood are an incredible force alongside Trafford influencing generations 

not just the present.  He explained the concept of the ‘last mile’ and the importance of cargo bikes, 

and how commonplace they are in cities like Copenhagen, and how he is a massive advocate for e-

bikes. He was keen for the group to support Rob in finding appropriate space in the town and how 

the town must come out of lockdown with a statement of intent. 

Michael highlighted the Chorlton volunteer group who use cargo bikes. 

https://www.facebook.com/chorltonbikedeliveries/ 

He explained that unfortunately Trafford Council had missed out on the Bid for funding for cargo 

bikes. 

He questioned whether Altrincham BID would be able to have a pool of cargo bikes which could be 

made available to businesses. 

Elizabeth explained that the BID reballot surveys had not revealed interest from the businesses in a 

cargo bike scheme and that communication and awareness was necessary. 

Pete agreed that an awareness campaign would be necessary. 

http://www.thebicyclesociety.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/chorltonbikedeliveries/


Rob Reed explained that he was having a cargo bike shipped over from Copenhagen and that he 

would be happy to operate a trial in the town. 

Pete felt that technology is the bridge to this and sited examples of the restaurants adapting to 

takeaway service during lockdown.  Businesses have embraced change because they have had to. 

Elizabeth said the BID would like to take Rob up on his offer and that she would get in contact to 

discuss.  She also talked about Alex the flower seller who has adapted by taking his business online 

during lockdown. 

Michael said that he thinks Alex has two cargo bikes and that it could be useful to explore whether 

these could be used as part of the trial. 

Ewen asked whether there were examples of how cargo bikes were used elsewhere. 

Rob Reed explained that there are lots of different apps including ‘Final Mile’ and ‘Peddle Me’. 

He explained how much space is required for a cargo bike and similar to that needed by a 

wheelchair. 

Pete explained that the biggest purchaser of cargo bikes is currently DHL. 

Ewen explained that it would be necessary for the BID to have a commercial partner. 

Rob Reed expressed an interest in seeing the survey results around walking and cycling as he has a 

meeting with a large car manufacturer who could be a potential sponsor. 

Pete explained that this had been a really useful reset session. 

Rob Gibson raised the importance of signs and measuring in time and asked how we make this 

happen. He talked about quick and easy corrugated plastic sign options, a comms campaign and 

exploring funding, quiet routes.  He also explained the big issue around bike theft and suggested that 

the installation of more proper bike stands. 

Michael mentioned again the funds available for walking and cycling. He asked about the 

opportunity for Oxford Rd to be closed to through traffic. 

Elizabeth explained that the BID had put forward a request from the Oxford Rd hospitality 

businesses for the use of more outside space, as well as the Downs and other parts of the town. 

Michael explained that the traffic uses Oxford Road to cut off the corner and that a business led 

request for closure would be helpful. He explained that the group should regularly raise traffic 

calming and slowing traffic down with the Council on the A56 as it passed through Altrincham. 

Elizabeth explained that the businesses on Old Market Place have requested to use more outside 

space and that the traffic is an issue for them.  That part of town feels cut off by the road. 

Michael explained that Councils such as Brighton have introduced a 20 mile an hour limit, even on 

busy roads. 

Rob Reed agreed that slowing traffic is a great idea but sometimes gives a false sense of security, a 

Welcome to Altrincham type campaign might have more impact. 

Pete adjourned the meeting. 

 



Actions 

BID Social Media Campaign profiling individual businesses where employees have changed their 

habits and built active travel into their journeys to work. 

BID Social Media Campaign ‘take a break from your desk’ walk and cycle into the town centre. 

BID to explore cargo bike trial with Rob Reed and talk to Alex, the flower seller lower market, re: 

using his cargo bikes. Will revisit possible funding opportunities with Trafford Council and TfGM. 

BID to explore quietways signage and funding opportunities with Trafford Council and TfGM. 

BID to explore time zoned walking and cycling map and funding opportunities with Trafford Council 

and TfGM. 

Everyone to tell 5 people from Altrincham businesses about the meeting and to advocate walking 

and cycling to colleagues. 

 

 

Next Meeting – Tuesday 1st September 5.30pm 


