
 

Altrincham’s Business Walking and Cycling Forum – Meeting Notes 22_03_2022 

Attendees: Cllr. Michael Welton, Rob Reed (The Bicycle Society), Matt Stirton (Planit-IE), Ewen Miller 

(Calderpeel Architects & Altrincham BID Board Chair), Daniel Peacock (Kitson Architects), Kate 

Gerbich (BID), Ellie Burrows, Gemma & Priya (Ozon Law), Pete Abel (Love to Ride), Luke Spilsbury 

(McHale), Mark Bamford (Trafford Council) 

 

Michael welcomed the group and each member of the group introduced themselves.  Michael 

explained that Rob and himself would be chairing the group going forward. 

1) Ozon Law Cycling Event 

Ellie talked about the cycling event which Ozon Law would like to organise.  The suggested route was 

Altrincham to Dunham Massey and back.  Kate suggested that it might be a good idea to put 

together a sub-group to discuss in more detail.  Ellie explained that they were thinking of £20 a ticket 

plus selling race jerseys with ticket sales through Eventbrite.  Rob talked about the need for rolling 

road closures, marshalls, ride leaders, route and risk assessments.  Kate suggested looping in 

Thomas Howarth, Sport & Physical Activity Relationship Manager at Trafford Council, as he had been 

very involved in the organisation when Altrincham hosted the start of the final stage of the Tour of 

Britain in 2019.  Kate and Rob agreed that it would be helpful to understand the ambition and vision 

for the race. 

2) Infrastructure Update 

Michael explained that cycle lane segregation was being included where possible after feedback 

from the group.  He also shared the Invest in Trafford website where plans can be viewed.  

Timescales were discussed and that Regent Road, George Street and Market Street would be likely 

to be first.  Measuring the impact through footfall was discussed and Kate confirmed that the BID 

has footfall counters on Shaws Road and George Street but not in the immediate area where 

infrastructure works will be happening.  Michael also talked about the North Altrincham Bee 

Network Route and the land purchase issues which would push plans back to 2024.  Daniel 

mentioned the problems on Central Way with space being shared by pedestrians alongside lorries, 

bins, vans etc and asked whether there were any traffic management plans for this area.  There 

seems to be some confusion on whether this is a service road and Mark confirmed that this would 

be a matter for the Highways department.  Matt explained that the character of the street had 

changed significantly with the addition of the Everyman Cinema, lower Market and One Central.  

Daniel felt that this area is not really being managed.  Last mile deliveries were discussed.  Kate 

asked whether the maintenance of the planters had been considered.  Mark and Matt confirmed 

that this would be something that Trafford would be responsible for. 

3) Business Travel Plans 

Michael asked the group whether their businesses have Travel Plans in place.  Ellie confirmed that 

Ozon has one in place and a cycle to work scheme plus bike storage. 

Rob talked about Modeshift where businesses can access lots of information to support the creation 

of a Business Travel Plan.  Businesses can also work towards accreditation which then opens up 

opportunities to access various grants.  There is a nominal fee to join.  It was discussed that GM 



 

Moving and TfGM also have Travel Planning assets for employers.  Kate suggested working with 

Michael on content for the Altrincham BID website. 

Rob explained that Modeshift has its own award system and suggested that Altrincham works 

towards becoming a gold standard active travel town.  He suggested that it would be good to 

benchmark where we are now by surveying the businesses.  Kate explained that the business 

reballot surveys had been very labour intensive with the team having to conduct face-to-face 

interviews.  Pete suggested working with university students.  Kate confirmed that the BID is already 

working with Trafford College students on various projects and that they would be approached 

about supporting with this. 

4) Love to Ride 

Pete talked about Love to Ride and explained that it is free to any person who works, lives or studies 

in Manchester.  He invited the group to join.  It was discussed that this information should also form 

part of the website content on both VisitAltrincham.com and AltrinchamBID.com.   Kate suggested 

that the BID could run an active travel social media campaign in September with key anchor events 

including the Altrincham 10k and the Ozon Cycling event.  The campaign could also include case 

studies and highlight people in businesses who cycle and walk to work.  Rob mentioned that he has a 

meeting with the Altrincham Ladies Cycling Group and that one of the members is going to be a ride 

leader for the Paint Altrincham Pink bike ride on 2nd April. 

5) Netwalking 

Kate explained that the BID would be relaunching Netwalking in May – this is an opportunity to 

encourage people to leave their desks at lunchtime to walk and talk, with the obvious health 

benefits plus a great networking opportunity.  The walks last approximately 45 minutes and there 

are three routes – out to John Leigh Park, King George’s Pool and the Devisdale. 

Pete reminded the group that May in Walking Month.  Rob talked about working with Wellington 

School on a bikeability project.  Pete mentioned a potential 2nd round of grants through the Energy 

Saving Trust and talked about electric bike libraries. 

6) Cycle of Life 

Luke talked about the Cycle of Life project which McHale Solicitors operate – people donate unused 

bikes which are serviced and repaired, then giving back to deserving individuals.  The have given 200 

bikes so far.  Pete suggested contacting the police as they often have access to stolen or dumped 

bikes.   

Pete also mentioned the Cycling without Age group. 

Actions 

1) Michael and Kate to work on content for VisitAltrincham.com and AltrinchamBID.com 

2) Ozon Law Cycling Event sub-group meeting 

3) BID September Active Travel Campaign 

4) BID to talk to Trafford College about carrying out surveys 


