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WE THINK A BID IS A GREAT IDEA BECAUSE IT WOULD:

• Increase your business profile both locally and further afield. 

• Work with other agencies to continue and complete the transformation of Altrincham. 

• Enable the business community to take the lead on important issues, independently of the Council.

• Help Altrincham to fulfil its potential and accelerate growth.

• Increase footfall and help maintain pride in the town.

• Place town centre businesses at the heart of the community.

• Look to save you money through joint procurement and other cost saving initiatives.

WE GREATLY APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT!

The Altrincham BID Steering Group

Altrincham is about to reach a real crossroads. Years of decline resulted  
in a dated ‘look and feel’ to the town centre with an increase in empty shop  
fronts, which encouraged shoppers to go elsewhere. As a business community,  
we now have the opportunity to take the future into our own hands.
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MESSAGE FROM THE  
STEERING GROUP
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The town centre has greatly improved over the past two  
years. The vacancy rate has fallen significantly and many 
new businesses have opened in the town. Trafford Council  
is currently investing almost £3m on a first phase  
of comprehensive public realm improvement works  
across the town centre. A new Transport Interchange,  
a renovated Market House and a new hospital have opened;  
while the Stamford Quarter will undergo a comprehensive 
modernisation. Also, the first phase of the Altair 
development is due to start on site in early 2016. 

However significant these are, they alone will not be 
enough to bring customers back, and keep them coming 
back in the future. 

That is why we are proposing a Business Improvement 
District (or BID) for Altrincham town centre. A BID would 
raise around £1.4 million from a BID Levy over a five year 
period to be spent exclusively within the town centre.  
It would also put Altrincham in a much better position  
to use this income as leverage to attract further funding.

58% of businesses will pay less than £1 a day through 
the BID levy per year. Overall 89% of businesses will pay 
less than £1,000 a year. We think that’s a pretty good 
investment into an annual fund of around £270,000  
to deliver all the projects you have told us you want.

We’ve been working hard over the past nine months to 
ensure that businesses in Altrincham have had a chance 
to have their say on whether a BID could work here. 

We’ve received a great response from you and  
we’re excited to present you with this Business Plan,  
which sets out the projects that you said were priorities 
for Altrincham and for your business, to be delivered  
over the next five years.

We would urge that you make sure you receive your  
ballot paper and complete and return it – your voice  
is vital and together we can make a difference.

“The BID is the only group dedicated specifically to furthering business interests  
in Altrincham town centre. As an independent business, I am proud to be chairing 
the Steering Group that has led on the development of the BID. We now have 
the rare opportunity to help shape our own future and we must not waste this 
chance. That is why I will be voting ‘yes’ and I hope you will join me.”

Martin Duff,  
Owner, Randalls Jewellery and Chair of the Altrincham BID Steering Group
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SECTION 1

WHAT  
IS A BID?
A Business Improvement District, or ‘BID’, is a defined area 
such as a town centre like Altrincham, where businesses 
come together to collectively invest to improve their trading 
environment. A BID can be voted in by a majority vote both  
in terms of overall number of businesses and by rateable value, 
through a secret postal ballot for a maximum term of five years. 

During this term occupiers of all business properties defined 
within this Business Plan would be required to pay the mandatory 
Levy irrespective of whether they cast a vote in the ballot.  
The Levy will be set at 1.5% of the rateable value of each  
rateable business property. You can read more about the ballot  
on page 23. BIDs are governed by the Business Improvement 
District Regulations (2004) to ensure fairness and transparency.



The town centre has suffered 
over the years and as a result 
has lost shoppers to nearby 
towns and cities. However,  
it remains extremely accessible 
and with the improvements  
to the public realm by Trafford 
Council, plus the new Transport 
Interchange, Altrincham 
Hospital, the refurbishment  
of the popular Market and 
Market House, revitalisation  
of the Stamford Quarter and 
the planned Altair development, 
it will become more attractive 
and vibrant again. 

This investment is significant and will 
undoubtedly make a big difference, 
however, visitors will not return, 
and keep returning, without added 
incentives such as those a BID  
can bring. 

A BID will boost the town’s potential 
and put the cultural and community 
‘heart’ back into Altrincham,  
as well as ensuring that it remains  
a destination into the future. 

An Altrincham BID would  
concentrate on the details that  
matter to businesses and customers,  
and promote the town centre more 
widely. Imagine the buying power  
of over 500 businesses coming  
together to buy goods and services  
to save costs, and the lobbying  
power to make sure that services  
are effectively delivered in the  
town centre.

As an independent private company, 
led by local businesses for local 
businesses, a BID is flexible, innovative 
and not bound by the same amount 
of red tape as the public sector, 
meaning quick responses on the 
things that matter to you.

A BID would put businesses in the driving 
seat to make sure your priorities are being 
met and ensure that the modern market  
town of Altrincham is the first choice  
to shop, relax and work.

There are already over 200 BIDs operating around the country, from 
small shopping parades to town centres, city centres and industrial 
estates. The first BID started in 2005 and is still running. 

Of the BIDs that have reached the end of their first five year term, 90% have 
successfully been renewed through a second ballot. All of the BIDs that have been 
running for ten years have been successfully renewed so far, proving that they make  
a real difference to businesses.

WHERE ARE THEY 
ALREADY WORKING?

WHY DOES ALTRINCHAM 
NEED A BID?

“CH1ChesterBID, the Business Improvement District for Chester, is already 
making a big difference and having a beneficial impact on our city centre. 
By providing our BID members with real cost savings through our robust 
procurement scheme, delivering integrated marketing campaigns, high quality 
city centre events and implementing real improvements to our city.”

Peter Lewis 
City Centre Manager

“The BID will be a vital 
tool in fast tracking 
Altrincham’s regeneration 
and increasing footfall.  
It will help fund vital  
town improvements, 
support community 
projects, and return pride 
to the town. This is exactly 
what Altrincham has been 
waiting for to really boost 
its potential!”

Charlotte Atkinson 
Store Manager, Boots
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Over 5 years Mansfield has reinvested £1.4m  
into the town centre via the BID levy and the  
BID Company has attracted an additional £255k  
funding from other sources.

The Mansfield BID projects have resulted in an 
increase in its retail ranking from 137 to 112.

Any savings made 
in Altrincham could 
go straight back into 
your business. 

YOUR TOP ISSUES

All businesses within the town centre have had  
an opportunity to contribute to this Business  
Plan through consultations carried out online,  
face to face and via telephone with over 200 
responses received. 

You have identified a number of key issues which  
are holding the town centre back from reaching  
its full potential to be an attractive destination  
to shop, relax and work. These include:

• A large number of empty shops, limiting the  
 commercial offer.

• A perception that existing car park facilities  
 are unsuitable and expensive.

• General appearance of the town centre and  
 ‘lack of colour’.

• No distinct identity, mixed information available.

• A lack of co-ordination, collaboration and voice.

Chester has a BID that 
has been running since 
June 2014.

In Kingston,  
200 businesses have 
saved an average  
of £1,250 each 
through a joint 
recycling scheme. 

In Mansfield, a collective £40,000 has been  
saved through joint procurement schemes.  
Also, its Radiolink scheme has 150 members, 
which combined with a 78% bar and pub 
accreditation in the Best Bar None awards,  
and a fantastic relationship with the Police,  
has resulted in crime falling by 11%. 

£ £

£

+25

Northwich BID has 
been operational since 
September 2014.

Manchester, Liverpool 
and Birmingham  
also have very 
successful BIDs.

June 
2014

Sept 
2014



SECTION 2

WHAT WILL 
THE BID 
DELIVER?
Three priority themes emerged from our conversations with 
businesses which will address your issues and the challenges  
for the town centre, and shape the work of Altrincham BID over 
the next five years. These have been categorised as ‘Experience 
Altrincham’, ‘Business Altrincham’ and ‘Rediscover Altrincham’.
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PROMOTE THE LEISURE OFFERING

Raise awareness of the strong leisure offer through 
marketing and promotion, including attractions such  
as the Ice Rink, Cinema, Gyms and Leisure Centre,  
as well as restaurants, cafes and nightlife; encourage 
linked trips between attractions, and to the retail centre.

“As an independent business, we will be voting ‘yes’ for Altrincham BID because 
we recognise the need to collectively invest in the future of our town centre.  
The BID will help animate the town and inject some energy into it, through festivals, 
events and on-street performances. A more enjoyable experience for customers 
means that they will keep coming back to our businesses.”

Anthony Josephson 
Optometrist, Maskell and Associates

MORE REASONS TO VISIT 

Facilitate high quality and well marketed year-round public 
events, including a major annual spring / summer event to 
put Altrincham on the map along with Christmas festivals 
and celebrations. Events would utilise local businesses 
and could include, for example, a ‘light night’, combined 
with late night opening of shops and cafes, a food festival 
‘tastebud tour’ drawing on the range of dining offers  
in the town centre, or a jazz festival in Goose Green.  
Seasonal events programmes would keep people up to date.

Giving more reasons to visit, more often; 
creating a strong and stylish consumer identity 
for Altrincham; promoting the breadth of retail 
and leisure offer across the town, including the 
strong independent sector; delivering a high 
quality cultural offer through events and festivals 
to attract and retain visitors; and placing the 
town centre at the core of the community.

EXPERIENCE  
ALTRINCHAM

MAXIMISE SOCIAL MEDIA 

Maintain a strong social media presence to promote 
Altrincham town centre and all of its businesses.

HIGH PROFILE CAMPAIGNS 

Run advertising campaigns via local and regional media 
channels such as press, magazines and radio to highlight 
the breadth of retail and leisure offer in Altrincham,  
for example ‘Where to Shop / Eat and Drink’,  
and publicise the full events calendar.

ROBUST ONLINE MARKETING 

Build a visually strong, user-friendly website for businesses, 
workers, shoppers and visitors, providing essential town 
centre information (such as maps, parking and key areas) 
and promote local businesses, offers and promotions.  
A ‘What’s On’ event calendar would support community 
projects and promote local businesses, including news  
and guest blogs from local business owners to showcase 
the vibrancy of the town centre.

A BRAND FOR ALTRINCHAM 

Develop and promote a stylish and distinctive brand 
for Altrincham that is inclusive of community needs 
and reflects the cultural offer, giving it a strong identity 
and consistent set of messages to appeal to the local 
population as well as visitors from further afield.

COMMUNITY COLLABORATION

Work with local groups to deliver activities that will 
improve the vitality of the town centre such as free  
family events and exhibitions in collaboration with  
local community volunteer groups.
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Examples of how the BID would deliver this:



BUSINESS  
ALTRINCHAM

“As office occupiers within Altrincham, we support the BID projects that will keep our 
employees happy, safe and up to date, and which contribute to a lively town centre  
for all. We will be voting ‘yes’ for Altrincham BID and we think you should too.”

Theo Hoppen 
Associate Solicitor, MLP Law

KEEP THE TOWN  
LOOKING ITS BEST

Improve the appearance of major 
access points and gateways into the 
town centre with more colourful 
planting, building on the success of 
initiatives such as Altrincham in Bloom, 
tidy up and eliminate ‘grot spots’  
and provision of appropriate signage.

STAFF PARKING

Look for innovative solutions to 
staff parking issues, for example 
by negotiating annual spaces 
with car park operators and other 
organisations.

ENSURING THAT EVERYONE 
DOES THEIR BIT

The BID can monitor the condition  
of the town centre and liaise with 
public authorities to ensure that 
properties don’t become derelict  
or dangerous, working with the 
Council to put pressure on private 
landlords. The BID can also ensure 
that the general cleaning of the  
town centre is being carried out 
to the desired standard and put 
pressure on where improvements  
are needed. 

LOBBY ON YOUR BEHALF

Use the collective power and 
influence of over 500 businesses  
to act as a strong ‘business voice’  
to lobby at a strategic and local  
level, on everything from planning 
proposals and developments  
to cleansing and maintenance.

SUPPORT COMMUNITY PROJECTS

Work with local community groups, 
charities and schools to brighten  
up the town centre and provide  
an easy way for businesses to  
‘give back’ through volunteer time 
as part of a Corporate Social 
Responsibility policy. Support local 
groups to draw in additional funding 
to help improve the town centre.

MENTOR NEW AND  
EXISTING BUSINESSES

Facilitate expert business support 
from within Altrincham’s established 
business community to ensure best 
possible outcomes for new and 
existing businesses.

REDUCE BUSINESS COSTS 

Use the collective buying power of 
over 500 businesses to explore and 
implement all viable joint procurement 
opportunities covering key business 
essentials such as utilities, recycling 
and waste collection, to reduce costs 
and make savings. Altrincham BID 
will also collect and share information 
regarding any business rate reliefs  
to ensure that businesses don’t pay 
more than they need to.

IMPROVE SAFETY

Work to improve the safety of 
Altrincham during both the day and 
night-time by lobbying for more 
police at peak times, working with 
existing initiatives such as Pubwatch, 
reinvigorating the Radiolink scheme 
and linking up existing CCTV 
arrangements to share intelligence 
on repeat offenders and potential 
troublemakers in the area.

Improving working life for businesses in Altrincham;  
creating a responsible business community that is able to affect 
long term change in the town through proactive leadership; 
connecting and collaborating with local people and groups.

Examples of how the BID would deliver this:
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A LOCAL VISITOR MAP

Produce a local visitor map and / or app to be distributed 
around the town centre by businesses and transport 
operators, highlighting the key areas of the town centre 
including the office sector, shopping centre, market,  
eating and drinking spots, independent retail and hidden 
gems to encourage people to explore.

“We were part of the BID in Chester and have seen the difference  
that it can make. We will be looking to Altrincham BID to support  
the night-time economy; we want people to have a safe and enjoyable 
time here, but we need great links between businesses to make that 
happen. We are voting ‘yes’ for Altrincham BID.”

Anthony Prophet 
Owner, Traders Tiki Bar & The Green Room

REDISCOVER  
ALTRINCHAM

A DIGITAL TOWN

Support the provision of free WiFi and charging points  
across the town centre either as part of one large project  
or by linking together the businesses that already offer  
WiFi access. 

AN ACCESSIBLE TOWN

Ensure the town centre is accessible for all, and is 
welcoming to every member of the community by 
supporting initiatives such as the Shopmobility scheme.

1514

Putting the heart back into Altrincham to ensure 
that shoppers and local residents feel welcome 
in the town and to provide them with reasons  
to keep coming back.

Examples of how the BID would deliver this:

REDUCE THE NUMBER OF VACANT UNITS

Promote the activities and successes of the BID as well  
as the wider regeneration of the town centre to attract 
new investment and business. A BID can be a big attraction 
to new retailers joining the town. Bring vacant units to life 
in the short term, through a combination of pop-up shops 
and art installations to banish the ‘closed’ look that greets 
visitors to the town centre. Longer term the BID will work 
with landlords and agents to help decrease vacancy rates 
across the town centre.

PUBLICISE AFFORDABLE PARKING

Change the perception that car parking is expensive in 
Altrincham by publicising reasonable prices (from 20p per 
hour), parking locations and payment facilities such as pay 
on exit. Collect evidence to support the case for reduced 
prices for longer stays and initiatives such as ‘free after 3’ 
and lobby car park operators to make changes.



SECTION 3

THE 
FINER 
DETAILS
Take a more in depth look at the budget and see a map of the 
BID area, with all of the streets included in the plans. This section 
also introduces all the businesses making up the BID Steering 
Group and details how the ballot will be run.



WHO WILL PAY AND HOW MUCH WILL IT COST ME?

BID LEVY RULES

In Year 1, the BID Levy is set at 1.5% of the 
rateable value of the hereditament (or business 
unit) that you occupy to achieve the level  
of income required to be able to deliver the 
priority projects in a cost-effective way. 

The Levy will be collected by Trafford Council, the easiest 
and most cost-effective method due to the existing 
business rates system. 

You will be expected to pay the BID Levy in one lump  
sum by the end of April each year, which will be collected  
by the Council and then transferred in full to the BID.  
For illustration purposes the following table shows  
a breakdown.

1 If the majority of businesses voting in the ballot  
 vote ‘yes’, both by number and by collective  
 rateable value, Altrincham BID will formally begin  
 on 1st April 2016 for a five year term.

2 The occupier of each hereditament (rateable unit  
 of property) will be charged an annual Levy based  
 on 1.5% of its rateable value. The Levy will increase  
 by 3% each year to allow for inflation. For example  
 in year two the Levy will be charged at 1.545%,  
 in year three 1.591% and so on.

3 Hereditaments will be charged at 2010 rateable  
 values for the lifetime of the BID for 5 years from  
 the 1st April 2016. The exception to this is where  
 new properties come into the ratings list,  
 or mergers or splits occur, after the next national  
 revaluation (due to come into force in April 2017).  
 Those businesses would be charged based on  
 their rating at that time.

4 Hereditaments with a rateable value of less  
 than £7,000 will be exempt from the BID Levy.  
 If your property falls below £7,000 during the  
 2017 revaluation you will still be liable to pay  
 the BID Levy up to 2020 / 21, as the Levy  
 is based on the 2010 ratings list (see point 3).

5 Advertising hoardings, telephone masts and  
 ATMs will be exempt from the BID Levy.

6 Ratepayers will receive a single bill for the BID Levy  
 before the start of the relevant financial year,  
 and the Levy must be paid by 30th April each year.

7 If a ratepayer moves or sells a property during the  
 course of the year, there will be no refund on any  
 part of the Levy paid.

8 Where a property is empty, the Levy liability will  
 transfer to the property owner.

9 There will be no discount for shopping centre  
 tenants, for hereditaments given discretionary  
 relief or for charities This is because all Altrincham  
 businesses have an equal need for improvements  
 in the way the town centre is run.

10 No individual ratepayer shall pay more than  
 £15,000 per annum, irrespective of how many  
 properties they own.

11 Businesses below the £7,000 threshold  
 or outside the BID boundary may make  
 a voluntary contribution.

Only those businesses with a rateable value of £7,000 
or over will be liable to pay the Levy. It has been set at 
this level since it is not economically viable to collect the 
Levy for businesses below this level due to the associated 
administration costs. Only businesses that are eligible to 
pay the Levy will receive a vote.

The BID Levy will take into account inflation, therefore 3% 
will be added to the BID Levy per annum after the first year. 

INCOME 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 TOTALS

Total BID Levy Income  
(96% collection rate)

£267,017 £274,578 £282,306 £290,371 £298,603 £1,412,875

PROJECT EXPENDITURE       

Experience Altrincham £79,000 £80,000 £71,000 £73,000 £73,000 £376,000

Business Altrincham £52,000 £60,000 £67,000 £63,000 £53,000 £295,000

Rediscover Altrincham £38,500 £36,500 £66,500 £75,500 £65,500 £282,500

Administration Costs £62,272 £62,799 £63,333 £63,874 £64,424 £316,702

Renewal costs £0 £0 £0 £0 £27,000 £27,000

Total Expenditure £231,772 £239,299 £267,833 £275,374 £282,924 £1,297,202

Contingency / Reserves £14,125 £14,719 £14,473 £14,997 £15,679 £73,993

Loan repayment £21,120 £20,560 £0 £0 £0 £41,680
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“The BID will be a cost-effective way for businesses to reap the maximum potential  
from all the regeneration and development work which is happening here and 
to change people’s perceptions of Altrincham. It will allow us to become more 
competitive against nearby town centres and win back a loyal customer base  
to ensure a good economic future for us all.”

Ann Johnson 
Branch Director, Santander
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THE BUDGET

• The number of hereditaments is 543.

• The income figures have been based on a BID Levy  
 collection rate of 96%.

• The annual inflation rate on the BID Levy has been set  
 at 3% per annum from 2017 / 2018 to 2020 / 2021. 

• Expenditure figures are based on BID Levy income only  
 and do not include any additional income such as grant  
 funding or voluntary contributions that may be secured  
 over the lifetime of the BID.

• The estimated BID Levy collection charge by Trafford  
 Council is £17,200 per annum.

• Any additional BID Levy payments, or savings from  
 contingency, will be allocated to projects by the  
 BID Board.

• The BID development loan will be repaid over years  
 one and two, to allow for greater spend within the  
 town centre in later years.

• The Altair development has not been accounted for  
 in case of delays to the scheme. Any development  
 that is business rated in the scheme will be liable  
 to pay the Levy.

• The BID Board will agree the annual projects and  
 budget ahead of 1st April each year.

• Any variations in expenditure across the 3 themes  
 will be agreed by the BID Company in accordance  
 with business needs. The BID Company cannot  
 change the Levy percentage or BID area.

Basic Cost Breakdown of BID Levy (1.5%)

Rateable value Annual cost Daily cost

£10,000 £150 £0.42

£25,000 £375 £1.05

£50,000 £750 £2.11

£75,000 £1,125 £3.16

If you are not sure of your rateable value, please contact Martin Ledson, Altrincham Town Centre Manager, 
on 0161 912 1599 or email martin.ledson@trafford.gov.uk

An indicative budget based on the number of 
businesses in the BID area and a Levy of 1.5%  
is shown below. Where Altrincham BID can  
work with other agencies to avoid duplication  
of effort or resources, it will seek to do so. 

If projects mentioned within this Business Plan are  
delivered by other organisations, Altrincham BID funds 
will be re-allocated to other priorities that businesses have 
identified. The budget must remain relatively flexible  
to allow for changes in priorities and opportunities and  
to address issues that may arise from time to time.



MANAGEMENT AND GOVERNANCE

1. A Company will be established to operate the BID  
 following a successful ballot. This will be a not-for-profit  
 Company, limited by guarantee, and a Board of Directors  
 will be appointed from the private sector. Due to its  
 stake in the success of the town the Council will have  
 one seat on the Board only. The BID Company will not  
 be part of the Council, nor will it be run by the Council.  
 The Board shall continue to appoint a Chair annually and  
 the Chair will also act as Chair of the Advisory Group.

2. The current private sector led BID Steering Group will  
 be refreshed as a new BID Advisory Group to advise  
 on operational and service delivery issues, oversee  
 performance measurement, and more generally act  
 as the primary consultative and advisory body on BID  
 services. It will meet quarterly and it will be made  
 up of representatives of levy paying businesses.

3. The Board will have responsibility for governance  
 matters such as financial arrangements, contractual  
 obligations, human resources, standards and compliance.  
 The Advisory Group will report to the Board and make  
 recommendations as required. 

4. Provided that the BID is meeting its overall objectives  
 and subject to full consultation with the Advisory  
 Group, it shall have the ability to vary service delivery  
 and expenditure allocation according to the changing  
 demands of Levy payers. However, any change to the  
 BID boundary or to the headline Levy rate would  
 require an alteration ballot. Before the five year term  
 is up, the Board may choose to run another ballot  
 of businesses to extend the term of the BID.

5. The BID Company will file annual accounts compiled  
 by independent accountants with Companies House.  
 The accounts will be available to all levy payers.  
 An annual report on activities, including finances,  
 will be published. An annual meeting for levy payers  
 will be held.

6. An Operating Agreement and a Baseline Agreement  
 between the BID and the Council in terms of working  
 relationships and service delivery will be drafted.  
 Copies will be available to download at  
 www.altrinchambid.co.uk

7. A BID Manager will be appointed to deliver the BID  
 in partnership with local stakeholders.
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PROPOSED 
ALTRINCHAM 
BID AREA
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LIST OF STREETS

Ashley Road Part (up to 23 odd & 26 even)

Back Grafton Street All

Bridge Place All

Brewery Street All

Central Way All

Cross Street All

Church Street Part (up to 36 odds and Cresta Court)

Denmark Street All

Dunham Road All (3 & 2 / 10)

Garden Lane All

George Street All

Goose Green All

Grafton Mall All

Grafton Street All

Greenwood Street All

High Street All

Kings Court All

Kingsway All

Lloyd Square All

Lloyd Street Part (Up to 7 odd & 18 even)

Market Street All

Moss Lane Part (Up to 15 odd & 4 even)

Mount Terrace All

New Street Car Park to rear of Regent Road only

Oakfield Road Part (Between ATS and Altrincham 
Leisure Centre)

Old Market Place All

Oxford Road Part (Up to 15 odd & 12a even)

Peter Street All

Police Street All

Post Office Street All

Railway Street All

Regent Road Part (up to 35 odd & 30 even)

Shaws Road All

Springfield Road Part (1-11 odd only)

Stamford New Road All

Stamford Passage All

Stamford Street All

Stamford Way All

Tabley Court All

Tabley Mews All

The Causeway All

The Downs Part (up to 31a / b odd & 30 even)

Thomas Street All

Victoria Street All

Wood Street All

Woodlands Road Charter House

A full list of streets within the BID area can be downloaded from  
www.altrinchambid.co.uk



The BID will be accountable to you as a BID Levy payer  
and will ensure that communications are open and 
transparent at all times.

The BID Board will be representative of the town centre. From time 
to time the Board may choose to co-opt new Directors or to invite 
observers to Board meetings. It is recommended that the Board is 
composed as shown in the table to the left.

It is likely that Altrincham BID will set up business working groups  
for specific projects from time to time.
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YOUR STEERING GROUP

Randalls Jewellers 
(Chair)

Art with a HeartAlbex Residential 
Property 

Management

Altrincham and  
Sale Chamber  
of Commerce

Boots

Club Studio 
(Associate Member)

Maskell and 
Associates The 
Optometrists

Marks & Spencer MLP Law Santander Stamford Quarter 
shopping centre

Traders Tiki Bar  
& The Green Room

Thomas Cook Our Altrincham 
(Associate Member)

Vintage Angel

Business sector Number of  
Board places

Retail (multiple) 2

Retail (independent) 2

Office 2

Food and drink 2

Leisure 1

Public sector 1

Trafford Council 1

Other 1

“Isn’t the Council supposed to 
deliver these kinds of projects?”
The Council delivers statutory cleaning and 
maintenance services in Altrincham town centre. 
The BID Levy cannot be used to cover these 
costs; it can only be used to add value over and 
above the statutory level of provision. We have 
therefore drawn up a Baseline Agreement for 
this very purpose. For more information please 
see www.altrinchambid.co.uk

“How will I know my money  
is being spent wisely?”
Altrincham BID will be accountable to its  
Levy paying businesses and be governed by  
a business-led Board. It will publish an annual 
review and have annual audited accounts. 
Altrincham BID will conduct a mid-term  
review at the beginning of year three to  
assess the effectiveness and appropriateness  
of the projects. 

“How can I get involved?”

Please contact the team using the contact  
details at the back of this Business Plan.

“What will happen to 
Altrincham Forward?”
Altrincham Forward is the public / private sector  
strategic body charged with driving forward the 
regeneration of the town centre. Altrincham 
Forward has not, and will not have, the guaranteed 
annual income that a BID could bring, instead 
relying on voluntary contributions from 
businesses (for Christmas lights, for example) 
and Trafford Council. It is also not business-led, 
like Altrincham BID would be. If the BID ballot  
is successful, the future role of Altrincham 
Forward will be agreed by the Altrincham 
Forward Board as quickly as possible.

HOW WILL THE BALLOT BE RUN?

• Notification of the intention to hold a ballot was  
 sent to the Secretary of State on 6th May 2015. 

• Trafford Council will run the BID ballot,  
 to ensure transparency.

• The eligible voter for each hereditament  
 (or business unit) with a rateable value of £7,000  
 or over will receive a ballot paper and pre-paid  
 envelope for each hereditament they occupy.

• Responding is easy. Either place your cross in  
 the box marked ‘YES’ or ‘NO’ in response to the  
 question, ‘Are you in favour of the proposals for  
 the Altrincham Business Improvement District?’

• The ballot paper should be signed by the  
 individual who completed it and returned  
 in the pre-addressed postage-paid envelope.

• The voting period will last for 28 days,  
 between 9th October and 5th November 2015,  
 during which time you should complete and  
 return your ballot paper.

I STILL HAVE A QUESTION…

Q

Q

Q

Q

A

A

A

A



The result will be announced on 9th November 2015 and will be deemed successful if:

1. A simple majority of those voting, vote in favour AND

2. Those voting in favour must collectively represent a simple majority by rateable value.

KEY REASONS  
TO VOTE YES! 

Vote to take place from 9th October 2015 to 5th November 2015

Led by Businesses – a collective 
voice to represent the best 

interests of over 500 business 
in the town centre.

Increasing the vitality and  
mix of the town centre  
– without duplicating  

existing efforts.

A collective investment of 
around £1.4m over 5 years  
– to be spent on business 

priorities within the town centre.

Additional funding – a BID can 
attract significant additional 

funding into the area.

Cost savings to businesses  
– the BID projects could save 

your business money.

Vote ‘yes’ to secure five  
years of dedicated funding  

for Altrincham.

CONTACT DETAILS

Altrincham BID
12-14 Shaws Road, 
Altrincham, 
WA14 1QU

w:  www.altrinchambid.co.uk

e:  info@altrinchambid.co.uk

 t:  0161 912 1599


